
A light snow on January 12 covered the ice on Lake Julia 

DuPont State Forest Annual Report      March 3, 2010 

A winter storm impacted DuPont 

State Forest and much of western 

North Carolina on December 18, 

2009.  The snow partially melted then 

refroze to form a layer of ice on forest 

trails.  Ice and below freezing 

temperatures limited visitation the 

last two weeks of 2009 and the first 

half of January 2010.  Ninety-nine 

acre Lake Julia froze over for only the 

second time since 2002. 

 

Forest Staff - DuPont State Forest 

operated with a six-person staff 

during 2009.  Frank Cubero was promoted to maintenance supervisor in December.  Frank’s 

maintenance mechanic position should be filled by April 2010.  An education ranger position 

was eliminated, but we hope to gain a management forester position in 2010.  Steve Galloway, 

who drives the helicopter fuel truck for the Division of Forest Resources (DFR), has been 

assigned to the forest when he is not needed for wild fire control.   

 

Holmes Educational State Forest is now under DSF supervision.  Their forest supervisor position 

was eliminated in 2009.  Tim Fleming and Chris Spender are the two education rangers at HESF. 

 

DSF Volunteers, 2009 – Chase Mathis 

contributed 380 hours assisting with field 

work through a high school work study 

program.  Coni Taylor was the leading 

volunteer with 522 hours.  Other regular 

volunteers that contributed 150 hours or 

more were Steve Biesecker, Bonnie Bomba, 

Aleen Steinberg and John Reiff.  These and 

other volunteers provide valuable assistance 

to the DSF staff. 

 

Over 6,200 volunteer hours were contributed to the forest in 2009.  See Table 1.   FODF is the 

leading volunteer organization followed by Western Piedmont Community College (WPCC), 

Table 1 - DSF Volunteer Hours Contributed in 2009

Organization Type Organization Hours

DuPont State Forest Individual Volunteers 1,903.5 

FODF Friends of DuPont Forest 1,798.0 

Western Piedmont Community College 712.0 

SORBA Southern Off Road Bikers 612.5 

Pisgah Trail Blazers Equestrian Group 584.0 

Trout Unlimited Fisheries Group 116.0 

Carolina Mule Assoc. Equestrian Group 107.0 

Four Circles Drug Recovery Group 101.0 

Asheville High Riders 4-H Club 70.5 

Brevard College Private College 70.5 

DEC DuPont Equestrian Crew 67.5 

Others School & private groups 96.0 

Total 6,238.5 



Southern Off-Road Bicycling Association (SORBA) and Pisgah Trail Blazers (PTB).  WPCC 

completed two carpentry projects during the year, the Dense Lake pier and the Fawn Lake 

gazebo.  Woody Keen organized several SORBA work days.  Chuck Cordray and Chuck Ramsey 

did an outstanding job of organizing and carrying out several FODF trail workdays.  James 

Gregory led PTB work crews to trim trails, repair horse tie outs and maintain the barn area.  The 

DSF staff works closely with FODF and many other volunteer groups to accomplish many tasks 

and projects.  Even DENR Secretary Dee Freeman and some of his staff assisted with a Triple 

Falls Trail project on August 27, 2009.   

 

In March 2009 the Professional Trail 

Builders Association (PTBA) held its 

national convention in Asheville and 

conducted four workshops in the forest.  

As a result, 2,470 feet of trail work was 

completed and stone steps and a 

retaining wall were constructed.  The 

value of these projects is estimated to 

be $6,884.  See Table 2.  Trail Dynamics, 

LLC, a professional trail construction and 

consultation company, donated 

personnel time and equipment to help 

with the SORBA workdays and with the 

PTBA conference workshops.  The total of donated services for 2009 is estimated to be $87,746. 

 

BRIDGE Program Support – The DFR Youthful 

Offenders Program (BRIDGE) based in Morganton 

sends crews to the forest to conduct various work 

projects. They clear bush, build fences, maintain 

trails and facilities, and help with forest 

management practices like prescribed burning and 

timber stand improvement.  BRIDGE project leaders 

use the forest to train crewmen on chainsaw 

operation.  The crews are well trained and 

supervised, and are a valuable resource for the 

forest.  Table 3 lists the types of projects and the 

hours contributed in 2009.    BRIDGE personnel 

worked on DSF projects for a total of 3,827 hours last year.   

 

Table 2 - DSF Volunteer Hours by Activity & Value, 2009

Activity Hours Value*

Trail & Road Maintenance 1,513 $18,150

Facility Repair & Maintenance 1,384 $16,602

Administration 1,162 $13,938

Tours 1,137 $13,644

Parking Lot Hosts 366 $4,386

Forest Management 224 $2,688

Litter Pick Up 202 $2,418

Fish Stocking 116 $1,392

History Project 77 $918

Other 61 $726

Subtotal 6,239 $74,862

$6,884

Value of Trail Dynamics time and equipment $6,000

$87,746

* Volunteer service valued at $12 per hour

Value of PTBA conference workshop projects

Total Value of Donated service

Table 3 - 2009 BRIDGE Crew projects at DSF

Type Project Hours

Chainsaw work 630           

Environmental & landscaping 171           

Facility construction & maint. 171           

Forest management 96             

Prescribed burning 260           

Road maintenance 996           

Sign construction 840           

Timber stand improvement 171           

Trail construction & maint. 492           

Total 3,827       



Forest Visitation 

The estimate of 

visitation for 2009 is 

146,000.  See Figure 

1.  The average 

visitation for the 

past eight years is 

126,000 per year.  

Sixty-nine percent of 

the visitors were 

from North Carolina, 

18% from South 

Carolina, 4% from 

Florida, 2% from Georgia and 7% from 

other states.  In 2009 almost half of the 

forest visitors parked in the Hooker 

Falls access area. Fifteen percent 

parked at Buck Forest, and 11 percent 

parked at the Fawn Lake access area.  

See Figure 2. 

 

Parking on the Staton Road shoulders 

near Hooker Falls has been identified 

as a public safety problem.  The DSF 

staff will work with DOT traffic 

engineers and local law enforcement 

to address this issue.  One option 

under consideration is creating an 

overflow parking lot near the Buck 

Forest access area. 

Road and Trail Maintenance – The north end of High Falls Trail has been reconstructed.  The 

remainder of the trail will be improved when weather allows.  FODF purchased gravel for the 

project.     

The PBTA held workshops on road to trail conversion and mechanized trail building, and made 

significant improvements to Pine Tree Trail.  SORBA and Trail Dynamics finished the work on 

Pine Tree Trail and completed projects on Corn Mill Shoals and Reasonover Creek Trails.  PTB 

volunteers trimmed brush along several trails and repaired horse tie outs.  The FODF trail crew 
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Figure 1 - Annual Visitation at DuPont State Forest
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American chestnut seedlings 1 to 1.5 

ft. tall were planted in December 2009. 

Chestnut seedling grown at DSF 

held seven workdays in 2009.  They worked on Hooker Creek, Ridgeline, Tarkiln Branch, Thomas 

Cemetery, Little River, Shoals Creek, Farmhouse, Burnt Mountain, Nooks, Triple Falls and High 

Falls Trails.  FODF funded improvements to Sandy Trail that were completed by Trail Dynamics.  

Students from Brevard College worked on Isaac Heath, Triple Falls and High Falls Trails.  

Additional trail projects are planned for 2010. 

 

Forest Management – Agri-science students from Rosman 

High School helped plant 64 American chestnut seedlings 

in December.  The seedlings were grown at the forest with 

chestnuts from the first back cross with Chinese chestnuts.  

They are ¾ American and ¼ Chinese.  These trees will 

display many of the favorable characteristics of American 

chestnut and have a moderate level of blight resistance.  

They are expected to live long enough to produce nuts.  

Growth of these trees will be closely monitored.   We 

hope to get additional chestnuts to plant in 2010. 

 

To date, approximately 700 eastern and Carolina hemlocks 

have been treated for wooly adelgid using insecticide 

applied by the soil drench method.  In addition 10,000 

predator beetles have been released over the past three 

years.  Overall, the results are promising.  Many of the 

treated hemlocks had new growth last summer and only a few adelgids were present.  

Unfortunately, there are still several hemlocks that did not show favorable results.  Some trees 

were in such a poor state of decline from drought stress, the HWA and elongate scale that they 

did not take up the chemical well.  This year follow up treatments will be administered to trees 

treated three years ago, if they are healthy enough to respond. 

 

Hardwood trees along White Pine Trail have been thinned to improve wildlife habitat and 

provide firewood to people in the local community.  Individuals may obtain a firewood permit 

for $5.00 per cord by contacting the forest office.  A few laurel sticks continue to be harvested 

by a local cutter.  Decorative trees are made with the sticks by drilling holes and inserting 

artificial twigs.  White Pines and yellow poplars were thinned along Conservation Road in 

November.  The yellow poplar logs were sold to a local sawmill.  The white pine logs will be 

sawed and used for construction projects on the forest.  The Carolina Mule Association provided 

mule teams to skid the logs to the roadside.  Many trees were damaged by the February 5, 2010 

ice storm.  Damaged trees that have value and are reasonably accessible will be salvaged. 

 



A fire science class from Wofford College toured the forest in January 2010 to look at areas that 

were burned to improve wildlife habitat.  DFR and Wildlife Resources personnel burned 111 

acres last year.  Additional burning will take place in 2010 if weather conditions permit. 

 

Reservations, Events and Activities – Sixty 

picnic shelter reservations were taken in 

2009 to accommodate over 1,500 visitors.  

See Table 4.  Permits were issued for 119 

vehicles to accommodate persons with 

disabilities.  Training sessions were 

conducted by DFR, fire and rescue units 

from across the state, Emergency 

Management, NC National Guard, NC 

Justice Academy, US Air Force, US Army 

Special Forces, PTBA and other groups.  

Muddy Sneakers was the leading group conducting classes in the forest with over 1900 

participants.  The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Educational conducted 14 classes at DSF.  DSF staff 

conducted forest/wildlife management tours in the Guion Farm area.  Other special events 

included a cross country meet, running camp training, an orienteering meet, an FFA forestry 

contest, canoe events, bike events and a llama pack trial.  Over 9,500 people visited the forest to 

participate in these activities.   

 

Facilities – The public restrooms 

opened last spring and have been 

in use since, except for a couple of 

weeks in February 2010 following 

a power outage.  Heaters were 

installed last fall so the restrooms 

can remain open in the winter.  

Funds to complete construction of 

the visitor center will not be 

available during 2010; however 

some additional work will be 

completed by DSF staff and WPCC 

volunteers.   

The building technology class remodeled Dense Lake Pier #2 last spring, and came back in 

November to rebuild the gazebo at Fawn Lake that had deteriorated beyond safe public use.  

The group has another work weekend planned for April 2010. 

WPCC volunteers rebuild the Fawn Lake gazebo. 

Table 4 - DSF Events, Meetings & Reservations

Activity Number People

Shelter use by reservation 60 1,502

Access by disabled permit 119 640

Lodging (person nights) 79

Meeting attendees 17 232

Work project participants 41 491

Training session attendees 22 366

Class by outside group 44 2,384

Tour de Falls (days) 6 1,486

Other Tours 7 152

Guided hikes 13 180

Other special event attendees 46 1,999

Total Participation 9,511



Incidents and Assists – A total of 34 incidents were recorded in 2009, compared to 26 incidents 

in 2007 and 28 in 2008.  Sixteen of the incidents involved serious injuries, including a drowning 

fatality at Fawn Lake.  In addition to the drowning, five other traumas were water-related.  Four 

bicycle riders and three equestrians sustained serious injuries.  Most incidents involving trauma 

occurred during afternoon hours.   

There were two illness-related incidents 2009.  There were four illegal activity incidents; two 

were vandalism, one theft of personal property and one discharge of a firearm.  Three hasty 

searches were conducted for lost individuals separated from their parties.  In 2009, most 

incidents (11) occurred on Tuesdays and the second most (7) occurred on Saturday.   

In July of 2009, DSF staff members started recording assists.  Assists are events requiring staff 

assistance that do not warrant an incident report.  For the last six months of 2009, DSF staff 

reported 25 assists involving 45 people.  Five of the assists involved lost persons that were 

located without a hasty search.  Thirteen were for minor medical problems, eight of which also 

required transportation.  Four involved providing transportation back to a parking area.  There 

were three miscellaneous assists.  Five of the assists occurred outside normal work hours.  

 

David R. Brown 

Forest Supervisor     

 


